Three Northwestern Alumnae Granted Graduate Fellowships

by The Alumnae of Northwestern University

EVANSTON, Ill. ---  The Alumnae of Northwestern University has selected three recipients to receive its 2016-17 Graduate Fellowships for graduate-level tuition. The fellowships are awarded to full-time students in terminal master’s degree programs who show promise of achieving distinction in careers that will serve the public good. Criteria for selection include quality of scholarship, leadership, community service, professional experience and financial need.  

“Our organization is extremely proud to support these outstanding Northwestern graduate students as they work to complete their terminal master’s degrees,” says The Alumnae of Northwestern University president, Katherine Radler.  
Katherine Adamski received a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Northwestern in 2010 and returned to Northwestern last fall to begin the Masters of Science in Engineering Design Innovation program. In 2012, she was awarded a U.S.-India Educational Fulbright Foundation Grant to study musicians and mental health in India. While there, she also volunteered at a school of dalit (“untouchable”) children. Katherine currently works as an assistant design engineer at the Innovations Lab at the Feinberg School of Medicine (FSM). She is part of a team that designs prototypes and produces novel simulation devices for surgical training. Her experience with mental health, technology and helping people from diverse backgrounds has led to her desire to combine healthcare and technology with innovations in medicine. Her goal is to found a startup that utilizes technology to improve medical care at low cost. 

Alexandra Urquoila will graduate in June with a bachelor of music degree from the Bienen School of Music (BSM). She has been admitted to the Master of Music program in voice and opera. A mezzo soprano, Alexandra has been involved in many opera and contemporary/early music ensemble productions at Northwestern, including a lead part in “Dead Man Walking.” She twice has been accepted to the prestigious Aspen Music Festival and School, and has been awarded a full fellowship for the Festival this summer. Since 2013, she has held the position of Student Music Director at Sheil Catholic Center. Teachers characterize her as “among the best potential artists I have taught in my  41 years” and “one of the brightest and most accomplished.”  
Anne McRae received a bachelor’s degree in Integrative Biology from the University of Illinois in 2009 and a master’s degree in Genetic Counseling from Northwestern in 2012. She has worked as a genetic counselor at the University of Illinois Medical Center in Chicago since 2013, giving numerous presentations and lectures to medical students and counselors. Anne is beginning Feinberg’s two-year Physician Assistant Program in June. The growing application of genetics across all medical specialties has created a need for more team-based providers who are proficient in clinical genetics and psychosocial counseling, as well as medical knowledge. She is interested in working in a pediatric setting.

The Alumnae of Northwestern University is an all-volunteer organization of women that raises funds for a wide range of projects to benefit the University while sharing the University’s academic resources with the community through its Continuing Education Program.  Founded in 1916, The Alumnae has given more than $7.5 million to the university in the form of grants, fellowships, scholarships, endowed professorships, funding for special university projects,  and summer internships.  For more information, visit The Alumnae website (www.nualumnae.org).
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