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Thursdays, 9:30-11:30

Christopher Herbert

The Many Dimensions of Charles Dickens’s Bleak House
(The assigned text for this course is the Norton Critical Edition of Bleak House, ed. George Ford and Sylvère Monod [ISBN: 978-0-393-09332-2].)

January 5:       Introductory: the Victorian age and the life of Dickens

       January 12:
     
 Oliver Twist (1837-38), Henry Mayhew, and the world of Victorian poverty

January 19:   
David Copperfield (1849-50), first-person narration, and the Victorian system of sex and gender

January 26:  
 Bleak House (1852-53), preface and chapters 1-8.

–“the romantic side of familiar things” (p. 4)

–the Lord High Chancellor “with a foggy glory round his head” (p.6): religious parody in chapter 1, “In Chancery”

–the little mad woman (Miss Flite) at home in chapter 5

–“a perfect child” (p. 64): Harold Skimpole

–“We both felt painfully sensible that between us and these people there was an iron barrier” (p. 99): Mrs. Pardiggle’s visit to the brickmakers in chapter 8

February 2:   BH, chapters 9-17.

–“What follows is without prejudice, miss?” (P. 113): Mr. Guppy’s proposal to Esther and its aftermath

–Jo’s testimony to the coroner’s inquest in chapter 11

–Rick Carstone’s changes of prospective careers

–Mr. Gridley on “the system” (p. 193)

–“What connexion can there be . . . ?” (p. 197).

February 9:   BH, chapters 18-26.

–the sermon delivered in chapter 19 by Mr. Chadband, “a large yellow man, with a fat smile, and a general appearance of having a good deal of train oil in his system” (p. 235)

–Mr. Snagsby going “every moment deeper down” (p. 277) into Tom-all-Alone’s in chapter 22

–Guster and Jo on the stairs at the Snagsbys’ (pp. 323-24)

–Phil Squod and Mr. George reminisce (pp. 324-28)

February 16:   BH, chapters 27-35.

–“Poor Mr. Jellyby” (p. 373) at home in chapter 30

–“You had better turn him out” (p. 384)

–Esther’s reaction to “the little trial that I had to undergo” (p. 437)

–Miss Flite’s theory of Chancery (pp. 439-41)

February 23:   BH, chapters 36-45.

–“I felt as if the blame and the shame were all in me” (p. 453)

–Mr. Vholes the respectable attorney

–the letter and the answer in chapter 44

–“Weaker than that, I took the withered flowers out, and put them for a moment to her lips” (539).

March 1:   BH, chapters 46-55

–Bucket arresting Mr. George in chapter 49

–“We went out one morning and were married” (p. 614).

–“I am a marked and disgraced man, and here I am” (pp. 620-21): Mr. George in prison

–“What I have got to say, is about her Ladyship.  She is the pivot it all turns on” (p. 638).

March 8:   BH, chapters 56-67

–“Where is she?  Living or dead, where is she?” (p. 673): Lady Dedlock on the frozen waste

–Esther’s wedded happiness

–“Still they were all exceedingly amused, and were more like people coming out from a Farce or a Juggler than from a court of Justice” (p. 758): the resolution of Jarndyce and Jarndyce.
